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RUSSELL E. SMITH TO RECEIVE 
HONORARY DOCTORATE FROM UM
MISSOULA—
Federal Judge Russell E. Smith, Missoula, will receive an honorary doctor 
of laws degree at the 83rd commencement exercises at the University of Montana 
June 8.
UM President Richard C. Bowers will also confer approximately 1,700 earned 
degrees at the 1980 exercises, which will begin at 2 p.m. in the Harry Adams 
Field House.
Before his appointment in 1966 as a U.S. district judge for Montana, Smith 
spent 33 years as a practicing attorney. He was involved in a number of landmark 
cases, including U.S. v Kintner, in which he represented individual clients in 
a federal decision involving the rights of certain associations to create pension 
plans under the Internal Revenue laws. This case has had national significance.
As a federal judge, Smith has been asked to hear cases in New York, Philadelphia, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Boston, and other cities. In January 1978, in his 
capacity as designated judge in the District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands, 
he set up the New Commonwealth Court in Saipan and participated in the inauguration 
of the first governor of the Northern Mariana Islands. In September that year he 
served as judge on the High Court of American Samoa.
He taught at the UM School of Law from 1937 to 1965, except during the World 
War II years that he served as a lieutenant in the Navy.
(over)
RUSSELL E. SMITH--add one
Smith's record of public service includes membership on state and local boards 
and comnittees, participation in installations of public officials, and speeches to 
service clubs, bar associations and educational groups. He is a past president of 
the Montana Bar Association and of the Executive Committee of the Judicial Conference 
of the Ninth Circuit.
Smith is a 1931 honor graduate of the UM law school. He is a native of Butte, 
and his wife, Mary Ruth, is a former Anacondan. The are the parents of a daughter, 
Sonia Lee Zenk, Burke, Va., and a son, Russell E. Smith, Jr., Missoula.
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